
Cold Weather   
Winter Masonry 

Guidelines                           

 BIA Technical Notes #1 June 2018, IBC, and TMS-402 

 The Chemical reaction between the Portland cement and water are sustainably reduced and become                                  
minimal below 40°F  

 Keep masonry units warm, as cold masonry units will lower the mortar temperature, slowing the chemical reac-
tion and lowering strength 

 Accelerators do NOT remove the need to follow these requirements; they only reduce the time for early strength 
gain. Color of mortar could be a concern with accelerators, as well as only using them in cold temperatures. 
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