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Fire Stopping Installer 
Qualifications & Special 
Inspection Requirements 
078400                                                 

Firestopping and fire joint installers might need to be qualified under FM or UL standards and testing. Review the specification sections 078413, 078443 & 078453 to 

confirm compliance during bidding. FM and UL requirement is a testing and certification standard that typically only specialized installers obtain. This specification    

requirement might affect your bid. 
 

Also most of our construction types will require a Special Inspection third-party reviewer for all firestopping and fire joint installations. Talk to your owner to set up these 

inspections as soon as possible (during priority wall installations) so we do not miss a required inspection.         Corey S. Zussman, AIA, NCARB - QA/QC Vice President 
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Regarding installation - This is what we should look for in the specifications: If this passage is found in either 

Section 078413, 078443 or 078446, 

it is likely that the Interior Framing 

contractor and/or the MEP—FP 

trades are unable to perform this 

work without a specialized 3rd 

party firestopping contractor. 

 Regarding Special       

Inspection Requirements 

per Building Codes: 

IBC 2012-current,                
Requires firestopping & fire 

joints Special Inspections for                        
Risk Category III + IV 

IBC 2021 added Group R w/ 
250+ occupants 

Inspection shall be in         
accordance of ASTM E2174 

& E2393 

Set up a fire stopping 
preinstall meeting as 
soon as possible to  
review requirements 

and systems.  

Live Load Deflection 
will be needed for fire 
Head of Wall design. 

Refer to previously issued  
Quality Bulletins  found on the 
Quality Website or ShareFile 

ASTM E 2174-24 (Fire Stopping): 

If witnessing the installation, a minimum of 10% of each 
type of system installed. 

If destructive, a minimum 2% of system installed, but not 
less that one of each type per floor or floor area.              

(Area = 10,000 SF) 

ASTM E 2393-24 (Joints + Perimeter): 

If witnessing the installation, a minimum of 5% of total linear 
feet of each system type installed . 

If destructive, a minimum one sampling of system installed 
per 500 linear feet. 

If inspection fails, re-inspect failed location + one additional location. 

If non-compliance occurs on 10% or more, the inspection stops, installer shall review and        
self-inspect, then notify the Team when complete and inspection is to start over.  
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