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Bidding/installing precast planks, projects must account for the precast 
contractor to plug the ends with mortar, to prevent animals and water 

from getting in the cavities during construction.  

A hole to relieve that water 
(water dripping) months 
after initial installation 

Even small gaps will create 
moisture issues 

Project that started leaking 
months after installation – see 
holes to relieve trapped water 

Precast planks are typically made with a denser concrete mix, meaning water that 
gets into the cavities will eventually come out, but it may take a few weeks or 

months. 

Plugs are NOT a structural requirement; it is a constructability need. 

Mortar plugs should be installed ASAP and 
by the Precast Contractor (not the mason) 

When proper plugs are NOT installed as soon as possible... 
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