
Corey S. Zussman, AIA, NCARB, RBEC, CABS

130 East Randolph Street – 24th Floor | Chicago, IL 60601

www.AECOM.com | www.AECOM.com/Hunt-Quality 
Copyright © 2025-26 by Corey S Zussman & AECOM Hunt – All Rights Reserved

Precision 

Points

Painting 01
099123               04.06.2026

Painting over Existing

We often are instructed to paint over an existing painted wall. 

We must make sure that our painting contractor performs an adhesion 

test on the existing paint and the new paint to the existing paint.

Adhesion testing consists of an “X” cut & tape test, ASTM D3359, or as 

listed in the specifications or paint manufacturer installation 

instructions.

The manufacturer will determine if the substrate is acceptable 

if the tape pulls up the paint. 

We are also looking for a chalky film under the paint and or the primer, 

which will likely be a reason for rejection.

Doing your early due diligence will save the project time and money. 
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