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There are two types of deflection when it comes to walls: 

Live Load Floor Deflection (up & down) 
& 

Interior Lateral Load Deflection (in & out) 
 

The specifications in Division 09, framing or drywall sections will identify 
the interior lateral load (in & out) deflection: 

(This will determine the dimension from plumb when we push up against the wall) 
 

 
 

When we request the Live Load Deflection, we are asking the Structural          
Engineer to review the structural components and give us a maximum            

deflection (center of span) so that we could properly design the head track and 
fire rated head of wall joint. 

 

If the Architect responds with “L/240” or "review the specification", they are 
typically referring to Lateral Deflection and further discussions will be needed. 

Please review Precision Points 
"Live Load Deflection-01" 

dated 10.10.2024 
for more information on structural 

Live Load Deflection  
(up & down). 
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